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The following is to assist determining when a patio cover requires a permit.   
 
Enclosed or unenclosed patio covers, as defined in the 2017 ORSC AH102, and porch covers 
meeting all of the following conditions are exempt from a building permit: 
 

• Not over 200 square feet; 
• The floor or deck is not more than 30 inches above adjacent grade measured at any point 

within 3 feet horizontally of the floor or deck; 
• The covered portion of the porch or patio does not come closer than 3 feet to property lines; 

and 
• Supported by an exterior building wall. 

 
If a proposed deck or patio cover meets some, but not all, of the above conditions, a permit is required. 
If a proposed deck or patio cover meets all of the above conditions a permit is not required. Covered 
decks and patios not requiring a building permit may still require mechanical, plumbing and electrical 
(through Clackamas County) permits.  
 
Additional provisions: 
 

• Patio covers are limited to one-story structures not exceeding 12 feet in height. 
• An exempt patio cover shall be separated from the interior of the dwelling unit by the 

exterior envelope of the dwelling. 
• Exterior openings required for light and ventilation are permitted to open into an 

unenclosed or enclosed patio cover complying with AH102. 
• Exterior openings serving as emergency egress or rescue openings from sleeping rooms 

may open into a patio cover, provided it is unenclosed, and shall not open into an enclosed 
patio cover. 

• Where exterior openings serve as an exit from the dwelling unit, the patio structure, unless 
unenclosed, shall be provided with exits conforming to the provisions of section R311. 

• Structural changes to the exterior of a building, such as new or enlarged door or window 
openings, require a permit. 

• Separate permits are required for any electrical, plumbing and mechanical work i n  an 
exempt patio cover, such as for mounted gas or electric heater units designed for 
outdoor use. 

• Enclosure walls are permitted to be of any configuration, provided the open or glazed area 
of the longer wall and one additional wall is equal to at least 65 percent of the area below 
a minimum of 6 feet, 8 inches of each wall, measured form the floor. 

• Patio covers shall be designed and constructed to sustain, within the stress limits of 
the code, all dead loads plus a vertical live load of not less than 10 pounds per square 
foot, except that snow loads shall be used where such snow loads exceed this 
minimum.  

 
 

Excerpts from the 2017 Oregon Residential Specialty Code reprinted below 
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