“Wilsonville: Bedroom community, future destination resort, small
town, business center, something else or a combination? What are the

common values that will shape our choices?” ‘
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1995, 91 citizens — each of
them representing key
stakeholder groups —
came together at Wilson-
ville High School to
brainstorm an ideal fu-
ture for Wilsonville. Out
of this two-and-a-half day

“Future Search” conference

came a set of common values

and community goals to guide the city
as it plans for the future. These values
and goals are the
basis of a com-
munity vision of
what Wilsonville
can be; of what
we want it to be.
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Community: People with a common interest.
In this case, the common interest was the creation
of a vision for the future of Wilsonville.

People came together in the library of our new
high school; a symbol of youth, learning and free
access to information. A place where ideas are
nurtured and helped to grow.

‘theirtime for the °
community’s benefit, came to stand
alongside the pillars of the new
building — the sym olism was
inescapabl .

The school itself is a symbol
of the dedication and spirit of
a community that sees its own
identity tied to education and
life-long learning. A new school,
\Q holding the promise of a proud
%\\ future. Wilsonville’s own high
school, a symbol of the community
coming of age, a mark of the city’s unique
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identity.

It was a conference where the commu-
nity was brought into the school and the
school was given to the community; an
event where people representing a wide
cross-section of Wilsonville citizens
agreed to take responsibility for the fu-
ture of their community; and the people
said “Let us be accountable for the fu-
ture we will create.”

The pillars of the community, those who vol-
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TRENDS
AFFECTING
WILSONVILLE -
All are interre-
lated -

Alter discussion
the conference
participants could
see that the
trends identified
as significant to
the world and
narrowed down
as significant by
the individual
affinity groups are
all interrelated
and trends
affecting Wilson-
ville were listed
as follows:

Increasing
tension between
self interests and
community
interests
Infractructure
pressures
Expectations
Resources
Accelerated by
large industrial
growth
Transportation
Planning - not
keeping pace
Traffic - auto
dependency
High Speed rail/
Transportation
hub -
Alternatives to
automobile
Resurgence of
community
ownership
Interaction

Who chooses?
Who is respon-
sible?

Who holds them
accountable?

Migration patterns
Overpopulation
Population/
demographic
shifts

Changing funding
structure/
mandates
Outside develop-
ment forces
Effect of goven-
ment regulations
Planning require-
ments

2040
Environmental
concemns
affecting land use
planning
Integrated
approaches to
planning

TPR

frend toward
more local control
Environmentat
awareness

GA'A conscious-
ness

THE DESIRED
VISION

friendly - land and
other develop-

ments
River, waterways

density, transpor-
tation oriented,
development

Mixed-use, higher
pedestrian

Natural resource
preservation -

restoration
Home of Oregon

Garden Project
historical identity
Preservation of

Retain heritage,
rural areas

enhancement
(greenway,
frastructure)
Garden City
(treed streets,
parks,
greenways, etc.)

n

. 8 =
—_— . . L3 —
8828 s .§ 3§ 2% ¢
ggcd  _ '8 £2  Fd-98 2
£89082 8 52E oF 0283553 2o
S ErgAE L e i s e o =<ETE€E DE -~
395$=agsc=m Eo 0858wty TS5 @
83 QEEP00EG 5058982280238
So2cES2EOEQcOREE 2283848 L03
2=02035222cdg5 SECEegcuw2saoEco
ST owoBODOO0a=0c@IcEa-dnog<ScC

The Core Values

UNIQUE IDENTITY - We value a community that
has a unique identity; separate from other communitics
around it.

SENSE OF COMMUNITY - We value a livable
community which respects diversity and offers a safe
haven and nurturing environment. We value a hcalthy
community; economically, physically and spiritually.
CITIZEN ACCOUNTABILITY - We believe citizens
must take responsibility for defining and making real
the community they would like Wilsonville to be.
INTERCONNECTEDNESS (in terms of transporta-
tion, communication, programs, urban and rural areas) -
We value a community in which consideration is given
to the connections between seemingly unrelated deci-
sions and actions. We also value the physical connec-
tions created by efficient transportation and communi-
cations systcns.

ART/CULTURE/DESIGN - We valuc a community
that is designed for human interaction and in which
development reflects community design standards.

FREEDOM TO CHOOSE, FREEDOM TO BE
HEARD - We valuc a balance between community and
individual rights, in which fairness is paramount and all
needs are considered.

ENVIRONMENTAL FRIENDLINESS - We value
the integration and balance of land uses: Housing,
recreation, industry, open space, etc. We value the
protection and integration of the natural environment
with development.

SUSTAINABILITY (in terms of economy, self-
reliance, environment and equity) - We value a commu-
nity that does not diminish its resources in such a way
as to make the future less livable for future generations
than it is for us.

ECONOMIC DIVERSITY AND VITALITY - We
value a community that is a good place in which to do
business and in which there is an appropriate and strong
industrial basc.

LIFE-LONG LEARNING - We value a community
that offers cradle-to-grave opportunities for education
and recreation.

The Community Goals

1. A user-friendly community that incorporates
mixed uses, high density and other land uses, facili-
tated by an effective inter-modal transportation
system.

We envision a city in which single-family, multi-family
and commercial land uses are combined with each
other; a walkable city that’s easy to get around in by
bicycle, car and mass transit; a city with a new and
vibrant downtown area built around innovative design
and development standards.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Define mixed use

* Complete and adopt open space plan

* Update Transportation Master Plan

* Designate a parcel (o be master-planned as a new
downtown

* Revise Town Center Master Plan

* Create a Dammasch property master plan

* Research available financing through gov’t and
developer cooperation

* Vote on Urban Renewal Agency extension

* Revise and update development standards

* Create a public works plan

* Create a downtown overlay district

* Hire an architect to consult and advise on design
standards
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2. Community identity based on the waterfront and
the ‘“garden city’’ theme.

Our goal is to create better public access to the
Willamette River and to establish an identity for the
city built around the river and the notion that Wilson-
ville is a “garden city,” with all of the possibilities that
the image of a garden might conjure; for homes, busi-
nesses and public facilities.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Complete a waterfront property inventory

* Establish parking and street guidelines

* Address infrastructure implications

* Create ordinances, design standards, etc. that move
the city closer to the goal

* Seek out development partners

3. Natural areas and streams preserved and restored

as part of the community infrastructure.
We envision a city in which our natural areas and open
spaces are cherished by those who live and work here
and preserved and protected for the generations that
will follow; a city that considers environmental impac! .
as a fundamental part of its decision-making process.
Among the items in the action plan:

* Protection and promotion of trees and native land-

continued on ba

Lifelong learning

age

Cradle to grave
options (living,
recreation, etc)
Local, self-reliant
community
(farmers market.
services, etc)

VALUES:

Sense of family -
individual and
family responsibility
Healthy community
- economically,
physically, spiritu-
ally

Relatedness and
connectivity
RESPECT Honor
individual environ-
ment, people,
places and things
Fairness, weigh
balance and take in
as many needs as
possible
Environmental
friendliness
Integration of value
of land uses
integration and
balance of land
uses, recreat,
indus, open space
etc

Sensitivity to
diverse community
Sense of commu-
nity, in partnership
with urban and rural
area

Responsible
citizens in regional
and global environ-
ment

Liveablity
Sustainability, build
a future, economi-
cal, socially, etc
Sense of identity
garden, historical
Freedom - respon-
sibility

Learning - cradle to
grave

Balance of commu-
nity and individual
rights

Person to person
interaction
Unbiased represen-
tation

Protection and
integration of
natural environment
with development
Self-reliance
Aesthetics - arts
and culture and -
design
Transportation
efficiency as a
value

Citizens must be
accountable for
making defineable
anrd real future
Community which
provides a safe
haven, nurturing
environment
Sense of connect-
edness

Encourage eco-
nomic vitality and
diversity
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Community Goals

continued from previous page
scaping

* Restoration of Coffee Lake
stream corridors

* Landscaping of transportatic corridors

* Creation/protection of wildlif : corridors

* Education programs stressing the value of natural
resources

* Urban growth boundary :.:d overall development
standards based on natural features (design with nature)
* Preparation of Open Space Master Plan (including
plans for maintaining natural areas and setting limits on
parking areas)

1d other wetlands and

4. A unique sense of place

Through design and development standards we want to
create a city that is like no other; whose look and feel is
uniquely “Wilsonville.”

Among the items in the action plan:

* Increasing community involvement (including town
hall meetings, neighborhood watch, public art, a single
local school district, life-long learning and public
involvement with local schools)

* Promoting the Garden City theme, including tree
planting, a farmers market in a town square, Oregon
Garden Project, integrated “adopt a trail” program, and
wildlife appreciation

* Develop a town square with pedestrian connections to
neighborhoods

* Develop historic theme for Old Town including
revitalization of Old Town businesses and adoption of
design standards for Old Town

* Develop a river/waterway focus including a board-
walk, restaurant(s) and a ferry

5. An innovative, community-wide network structure
as a vehicle for communication: community con-
cerns and project interaction.

We envision a cily in which neighborhood associations,
individual citizens, community groups and city govern-
ment create and have access to communication net-
works, using the best technology available, to influence
decisions and enhance citizen accountability.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Communicate results of Future Search Conference to
entire community

* Identify existing networks and gaps within those
networks

* Organize and improve connections within existing
networks

* Organize neighborhood associations

* Ongoing research of communications systems and
techniques

6. Balanced, cooperative effort between government,
community and business to ensure economic vitality.
The Wilsonville of the future will support its business/
industrial community with clear standards for doing
business in the city; with necessary infrastructure
improvements and allocation of resources to encourage
new business development.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Create a clear, concise written description of what it
takes to establish a business in the city.

* Create clear standards with quarterly follow-ups

ment (ongoing)

7. An cnvironment that Is conducive to the construc-
tion of affordable housing for all economic levels.
We envision a city in which everyone who wants to live
here is able to afford housing here, regardless of their
income level; a city in which people can live close to
their workplace.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Reduce open space and lot coverage requirements for
affordable housing

* Modify height/landscaping requirements

* Increase manufactured housing

The Garden City Theme

Something that was repeated throughout the con-
ference was the idea of creating a community identity
around gardens. In terms of community identity, no
other single idea generated as much interest.

The much-publicized Oregon Garden project
helped stimulate the discussion. But even with the
Oregon Garden project having chosen Silverton for |
its location, it is entirely possible for Wilsonville to
incorporate the garden city theme into future plans.
Wilsonville's location, on the edge of the Portland
metropolitan area and in a setting that still offers a lot
of rural character, lends itself to the garden city
theme.

Wilsonville still has a great deal of open space in
its city limits. With the community’s support for the
garden city theme, there is time and opportunity to
makae it a reality.
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* Investigate tax assessment freeze or delay
* Credit/Waiver of systems development charges

8. Life-iong learning opportunities for all Wilsonville
citizens.
We envision a community in which all citizens — from
their birth through their entire lives — are encouraged to
engage in educational opportunities which enhance their
quality of life.
Among the items in the action plan:
* Create a local/regional educational consortium to:

- Make educational opportunities-available to ali
pre-school children

- Create an adult literacy program

- Create an information network
* Chamber of Commerce to create a “citizens academy”

9. A functional transportation system.

The Wilsonville of the future will feature a street system
that provides quick and easy access to all parts of the
city; bicycle and pedestrian ways that do the same; and a
mass transit system that is available to and used by all.
Among the items in the action plan:

* Periodic reviews of Transportation Master Plan by
Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Panel

* Begin priority street construction projects

* Accelerate bicycle/pedestrian projects

* Feasibility study of water transportation

* Feasibility study of Boeckman Road interchange

10. The best ongolng integrated parks and recreation
system in the State of Oregon.

Through the development of neighborhood parks, the
Town Center Park, the completion of Memorial Park

and the creation of a swim center and additional
community centers, Wilson-

* Update Comprehensive
Plan

* Provide sufficient, prop-
erly zoned land inventory
* Infrastructure improve-

'Wanwhoowmdog
mast also own shovel.

...a definition of citizen accountability presented to the
Future Search Conference by participant E. Lee Reedy.

ville will offer a park system
and recreation programs that
are the envy of the state.
Among the items in the action
plan:

* Establish citizens’ advocacy group for parks (Friends
of Parks System)

* Develop Master Plan “Plus” - plan for a swim center
* Identify and establish stable funding source

* Establish multi-age sports/rec programs

11. Create design standards to assure that new
development is attractive and functional.

We envision a city in which the design of new develop-
ment complements and enhances the livability of the
community; design that is functional as well as visually
pleasing; that incorporates art and considers local
desires.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Landscape the I-5 corridor

* Build berms to hide unattractive buildings from public
view

* Plant more trees now

* Create a well -defined edge to the community

* Do not allow parking to overwhelm buildings

* Create overlay design standards for specific neighbor-
hoods (e.g., Old Town)

12. Develop alternative sources of financing for
community projects

We envision a city in which lack of financing is not a
constant barrier to realizing community goals, but in
which already over-burdened traditional funding sources
are not burdened even further.

Among the items in the action plan:

* Create a cominunity foundation to solicit and receive
living trust donations from citizens and their estates

* Extend the Urban Renewal District in five year
increments

* Establish surcharge on business license fees to fund
“Garden Cily” improvements

* Identify user fees, special levies and special improve-
ment districts for parks, etc.




